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Sefton Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 
 
Date: 12th July 2019 
 
Title: Proposal to undertake Public Engagement and Consultation Activity –

Public Spaces Protection Order Waterloo 
 
Report of:    Simon Evans, Senior Early Help Worker – Anti-Social Behaviour 
 

 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
 1.1 To receive information with regard to the consultation plans being 

developed with regard to the Public Spaces Protection Order Waterloo 
 
2. Background 
 
 2.1 The main purpose of the Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is 

to coordinate and ensure the quality of public engagement and 
consultation, in accordance with the standards for engagement and 
consultation. 

 
3. Public Spaces Protection Order Waterloo 
 

3.1     Anti-Social Behaviour and low-level crime has increased over the last 
eight months in Waterloo specifically in the South Road area. 
Merseyside Police and Sefton Council require effective tools to deal with 
the issues. 

 
3.2     Orders can be introduced in a specific public area where the Local 

Authority is satisfied on reasonable grounds that certain conditions have 
been met, such as whether the activities concerned have or would have 
a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality, and that 
they are or likely to be persistent or continuing in nature, and are 
justified.   

 
3.3     A PSPO can give authorised Persons and Merseyside Police 

Officers/PCSO’s the power to issue a Fixed Penalty Notice to those 
causing anti-Social Behaviour, and or Low-Level Crime in the designated 
area.  

 
3.4 PSPO’s are designed to stop individuals and or groups committing anti-

social Behaviour (ASB) in a public space and are intended to deal with a 
particular nuisance or problem in a particular area that is detrimental to 
the local community’s quality of life, by imposing conditions on the use of 
that area which apply to everyone. They are designed to ensure the law-
abiding majority can use and enjoy public spaces, safe from Crime and 
Anti-Social behavior.  
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3.5 The Council can make a PSPO after consultation with the Police and 
Crime Commissioner and other relevant bodies such as Elected 
Members and residents. 

 
3.6 Businesses have been targeted by those causing anti-social behavior    

and it appears to have become “a game”. For example, a massage 
premises have been targeted and fireworks have been thrown into the 
reception area on more than one occasion. Another example is the 
targeted anti-social Behaviour towards Waterloo Place Café on Marina 
Road. The owner has complained of regular Anti-Social Behaviour 
including patrons being affected by aggressive and threatening 
Behaviour, young people climbing on top of the café building causing 
damage and disturbance. Many residents complain of people riding 
bikes up and down South road and general misbehavior both in South 
road and in the immediate area. 

 
3.7 To tackle the issues the following action has already been taken: 

 
3.8 Merseyside police are imposing dispersal orders at weekends: Dispersal 

orders were introduced as part of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003. 
They provide the police with the extra powers to break up groups of two 
or more people, where they believe their Behaviour is causing a 
nuisance, harassment or distress. 

 
3.9 Sefton Council and Merseyside Police meet on a weekly basis to 

develop the implementation of a strategy to target and disrupt those 
causing ASB and to target ring leaders. Covert operations are in place 
by Sefton police to target those who supply drugs in the area 

 
3.10 Sefton Council trading standards are test shopping business in the area 

that sell alcohol to those who are under age. Merseyside Police have 
and continue to deploy youth services at weekends in the area to divert 
young people from causing ASB. We have had to take a reactive 
response to the issue and this does not give us a long-term solution to 
the problem. I believe that the implementation of the PSPO will give my 
officers and partners a longer-term strategy to return the area to one in 
which both residents and business can thrive, enabling people to go 
about their lawful business without the threat of Anti-Social Behaviour 
and low-level crime, restoring the area to the high quality of life in which 
but people and business can again thrive, enabling the area to develop 
for all of those whom live and work there. 

 
4.  The Consultation 

 
 4.1 We have already carried out a joint consultation with Merseyside Police 

via Merseyside Police on Line system this resulted in over 300 reponses 
from the public and local business’s, much of this will be included in the 
final consultation (appendix 1). 

 
        4.2      We shall within our stand alone SMBC Consultation deliver flyers to all 
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residents and businesses in the affected area informing them of the 
proposals and inviting them to input either via e-mail or direct on to 
SMBC web site. 

 
        4.3      We shall be e-mailing all significant partners, Merseyside Police, Fire 

Services, Youth Offending, Youth Service, Police and Crime 
Commissioner, elected members and neighbourhood groups etc inviting 
them to submit their views in the same manner.   

 
 
5. Legal Department Comments 
 
 5.1 Sefton’s Chief Legal and Democratic Officer has considered the 

consultation plans contained in this report and has no comments to 
make/has made the following comments.   

 
6. Recommendations 
 
 
 6.1 The Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is recommended to: 
  
  a) Appraise the public engagement and consultation plan for the 

Public Spaces Protection Order Waterloo 
 
  b) Request that the officers return to the Panel to provide details of 

their feedback and evaluation resulting from the above consultation. 
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Each box contains a form field for you to type in text or select an option by clicking it with 
your mouse.  Some of the boxes show information to help you complete the field when you 
place the cursor on the “click here …” field. 
 
When you have completed the form, save it as a Word document. 

 

Project Title: Public Spaces Protection Order Waterloo (PSPO) 

Is your project linked to: (please choose from the drop-down below) 

A new service - please attach a new Equalitiess Impact Assessment 

Lead officer: Simon Evans Contact 
no  

07519609072 

Designation ASB Senior 
Practitioner 

E-mail Simon.evans2@sefton.gov.uk  

How does your consultation relate to the Council’s Core Purpose (please tick) 

X Protect the most vulnerable 

X Facilitate confident and resilient communities 

 Commission, broker and provide core services 

 Place – Leadership and Influencer 

 Drivers of change and reform 

X Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity 

X Greater income for social investment 

 Cleaner, Greener 

Which of the Health and Wellbeing Board’s Priorities does your 
Consultation relate to (please tick) 

X 
Ensure all children have a positive start in life  
 

 
Support people early to prevent and treat avoidable illnesses and reduce 
inequalities in health  
 

 
Support older people and those with long term conditions and disabilities 
to remain independent and in their own homes  

 
Promote positive mental health and wellbeing  
 

Public Engagement & Consultation Panel 

PROJECT PROPOSAL 

mailto:Simon.evans2@sefton.gov.uk
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X 
Seek to address the wider social, environmental and economic issues 
that contribute to poor health and wellbeing  



 
Build capacity and resilience to empower and strengthen communities 

Does this consultation relate to an item on the Forward Plan?  If so which 
one? 

N/A 

Other partners involved (please state if internal or external to the Council) 

Merseyside Police, Internal Youth Service, Merseyside Fire Service, Housing 
Associations, Police and Crime Commissioner, Elected Members, Neighbourhood 
groups   

 

(Planned) start 
date 

(Planned) end 
date: 

What is the allocated budget? 

15/07/19 22/02/16 N/A 

Background/Rationale 

 
As a legal requirement, we are obliged to carry out a consultation with the public 
and key partners   
 
 

Aims & Objectives 

To gauge the appetite for Public Spaces Protection Order in Waterloo are, the 
concerns of the public and partners and suggestions of solutions to be included in 
the PSPO 

 

Target Audience 

Members of Public who live and work in the area. Business’s in the area and key 
partners 

 

Methodology (Please also include any details of any accessible methods) 

The consultation will be primarily carried out via on the Sefton Web site. Flyers 
will be delivered across the affected area giving people details of how to access 
this, and the Council one stop telephone number for those without internet 
access.  
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The flyers will be distributed via Sefton ASB Unit and PCSO’s from Marsh Lane 
Police Station. We will also distribute the flyers in public building such as: Crosby 
Marine Activity Centre, Waterloo Town Hall, Bootle Town Hall and Local Libraries.   

 

Communications Plan (If Council, please also contact Corporate 
Communications) 

• The consultation will be on SMBC web site WC 15/7/19 

• ASB Unit will circulate flyers to all residents and businesses in the area 
WC 15/7/19 

 

Key Message Audience Method 

Knowledge of the PSPO 
powers and timescales 

Public, Business, 
Partners 

SMBC Web Site, Local 
Flyers, Professional 
Network meetings and e-
mail 

Suggestions of what to 
be included in the PSPO 
including geographic 
area that we have prosed  

Public, Business, 
Partners 

SMBC Web Site, Local 
Flyers, Professional 
Network meetings and e-
mail 

Keeping Communities 
Safe 

Public, Business, 
Partners 

SMBC Web Site, Local 
Flyers, Professional 
Network meetings and e-
mail 

 

Potential barriers to involvement and action to overcome barriers 

We do not envisage any barriers to involvement, the consultation will be carried 
out via on the Sefton Web site. Flyers will be delivered across the affected area 
giving people details of how to access this, and the Council one stop telephone 
number for those without internet access.   

 

How will you protect the confidentiality of participants?  

All response will be anonymous  

 

How and when do you intend to report or publish the findings? 

Via SMBC Website 

Level and type of patient/public engagement (place a tick in all that apply) 

Tick Level Description 
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X Informing 
Giving people information about something (a limited 
opportunity for them to be involved) 

X Consulting 
Getting people’s views to help you develop/change your 
services/plans 

X 
Deciding 
together 

Making decisions using patients’ and public’s views 

X 
Acting 
together 

Local people will be involved in making decisions and 
reviewing your plans/services 

 
Supporting 
local 
initiatives 

Local people will have the opportunity to lead, develop 
and deliver activities independently 

Does your project include: 

 Yes/No If No please explain 

Questionnaire 
(Please attach .  The 
Panel will not be able to 
consider your proposal 
if it is not available in 
advance for them to 
consider) 

Yes 
Over a Week period WC 15/7/19 a Flyer 
informing residents and public of the PSPO 
proposal will be delivered to each residential 
property and business affected in the area. 

 

Other materials  
(i.e. promotional 
materials) 

Yes  

A stakeholder map 
(a tool to help you identify 
your target audience – 
included in toolkit) 

Yes  

Reference to existing 
data or information that 
has already been 
completed  
(i.e. recent consultation/ 
research where results 
can be used to inform 
your consultation) 

yes Joint SMBC public consultation with 
Merseyside Police 

Any other information you would like to provide? 

A Joint consultation with Merseyside Police was complete in May 2019 resulting 
in over 300 responses and available for scrutiny  



Page 8 of 9 
 

The South Sefton Survey conducted by Sefton ASB Unit and Merseyside Police is 
attached. 

If you require further information please contact either Jayne Vincent on 0151 934 
3733 

 
 

Signature of Project Lead: SG Evans Date: July 2019 

 
Manager Approval: Date: 
 
 

 
Please return this form electronically to:- 
 
Jayne.vincent@sefton.gov.uk  
 
 

mailto:Jayne.vincent@sefton.gov.uk
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Annexes 

 

 

 


